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Access to safe drinking water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) is crucial for 
every woman, man, girl and boy. It is necessary to live a life in health and 
allow for gender equality in communities. The Mandiga story book illustrates 
everyday life in Tanzania. The writer provides a unique insight in the perception, 
attitudes and practices of women and girls in rural communities, and their 
position in the larger society. The Mandiga experience takes you as a reader 
to communities that both celebrate progress and face struggles in achieving 
gender equality and access to WASH for everyone. It also shows how current 
policies, programs and actions play a role in this. 
The Simavi WASH and Learn team joins together enthusiastic and ambitious 
professionals. We believe everyone has the right to live the life that they 
choose, and should get the opportunity to develop their own talents and build 
the world around them the way they want it. Let this book be an inspiration 
and starting point to make this happen, and together realize the dreams of 
many more women and girls in Tanzania.

Diana Kazooba, Cynthia Mushi & Selma Hilgersom, WASH and Learn 
Programme Management Team.
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Website: https://simavi.nl/en 
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- INTRODUCTION - 
AAfter narrowly escaping rape while on her way home from the well which is far from her village, 

Mandiga is determined to stand up for the rights of her village and her fellow women to have access 
to safe and clean water. 

As she courageously stands before a public meeting to explain what happened to her, she brings to 
light the suffering endured by the women of the village over inadequate  safe clean water sources.

However, her courage is rewarded by the threat of divorce from her husband. In addition, Mandiga 
finds herself in a new struggle when she exposes a huge scandal involving a water project which 

puts her life in danger.

Will she succeed?

Mandiga’s Well
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This evening, similar to other evenings, Mandiga walks fast from 
the well towards her village Kikwakila, Ifakara. Normally while her 

husband heads home, she always has another errand to run which is to 
walk several kilometres to fetch some water from the well.

Am I sensing 
danger???

why do these men seem 
like …. Should i throw 
this water away? But I 

hustled a lot fetching it.

Oh my God! please help me so 
that I can at least reach near 

our village.

Suddenly!
Woman! stay 

where you are!
Get lost you stupid man!

they must be 
those rapists!

Mandiga remembers the STORY she once heard 
ABOUT three men with black sheets raping women... mandiga 

started to 
run with 

fear!
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Help! somebody 
help!

Stop right there 
before I catch 

you…idiot!

You are so lucky 
that today you 

escaped from us!

after a long run, finally 
Mandiga reaches home.

what’s wrong with 
this woman today?

huh! I still can’t 
believe I escaped.

What’s wrong with 
you woman! Open 

the door!
Kibwana?

yes, who else 
did you think? 

she then closed the 
door from inside.
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After the door was opened for him.

what happened to 
you? Why are you 

like this?

Something really 
bad nearly 

happened to me 
my husband!

something bad? 
What is it?

I was almost raped by a gang 
of men on that path with tall 

trees behind the hill

where is the 
water?

do you mean you 
didn’t hear what I said 

Kibwana?

I am asking you, where the 
water is and you bring me some 
story.  Do you want to pretend 

that I don’t know you?

I have told you what 
happened.Why do you 
insinuate that I am 

making this up?

Yes, you are making this up.  
You go and spend all your 
time with your lovers and 

then you run here to try and 
fool me?

What did you 
say?

You have come from 
your lovers...

So today you think 
I am a prostitute 

Kibwana.  I hope you 
know that what you 

are saying won’t 
stop here!

Mandiga’s Well
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Cry, shake your head but I have already 
told you, you were coming from your 

lovers. Since you forgot your jerrycan 
container there, you decided to pretend 

to run home to fool me.

Spare me your phony tears. Tell me where 
you left your jerrycan container!  Then I 

will know what man you were with.

Tell me the truth.  
OR I will beat you 

Mandiga! If you had any respect for me, your 
wife, you would listen to me and not 
suspect me of this stupidity and want 

to beat me, Kibwana.

So, am I 
stupid?

I did not say you were 
stupid.  I am shocked at 
how you want to beat 

me for no reason.

So, you don’t 
know why I want 

to beat you?

Yes, I don’t know.  I haven’t even finished 
talking, but when I start to tell you, you 

burst out accusing me of all sorts of dirty 
things and then you want to beat me. Why 

don’t you listen to me?  I cannot have any 
lover outside marriage, Kibwana, you know that.

Mandiga is not believing on what is happening.

Mandiga’s Well
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You want me to listen 
to you?  Ok tell me, 

where is the jerrycan 
container?

When we split up on leaving the farm you 
had a jerry can.  Everyday you return from 
the well with this jerrycan container, so 

where is it today and why did you come 
running. Now tell me.

You see? you have 
nothing to say!

It is not that I don’t 
have anything to say 

Kibwana.

I am hurt because you are thinking bad of me my 
husband.  I was nearly raped because of going to 

fetch the water which we need here at home. I know 
it is my duty but today I had to face this ordeal. Do 

you think I am happy about this water problem?

How could I go to fetch water five 
kilometres away and then come 

back empty handed, and you think 
I have gone to my lovers.  Don’t I 

also need water?
 

I feel awful when you come up with those lies against 
me, really awful.  I am your wife, so listen to me and 
understand me.  You should have been the first one to 

comfort me, not what you are doing to me.

Mandiga’s Well
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What time will 
food be ready?

Oh my God, How do I cook food 
with no water?I don’t have any 

water,Can he not see?

I have remembered. There is a 
small amount of water in the pot. 

I can use them to cook.

 According to how tired I am; I 
would have decided to go to bed 
and not cook if I wasn’t married. 

 what if those people 
managed to rape me?

how many women have been 
raped or were almost raped 
just like me till this time?

Mama Mboni once told me that 
there was a woman who was 

raped by three men and they gave 
her a harsh warning that if she 
dares to say anything about it 

they would come after her again!

She must be cheating. She 
must have other men who 

are her lovers at the well!

Mandiga’s Well
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So, people use the problems of water here 
in the village to rape women? How have we 

wronged the men of Kikwawila ? 

If it is water, we fetch for them.  So 
now they think that is not enough 

and they rape us?

I have to take this to the village 
government by tomorrow, but my 

husband is the obstacle, to this moment 
he doesn’t believe to what happened to 
me, will he really allow me to do so?

It was in the next morning when Mandiga decided to 
tell her husband about her intention of reporting 

about her incident of almost being raped.

Let me see you go and 
give your lying report.

Image5: Kibwana is 
shouting angrily.

You want the whole village to laugh 
at me, don’t you?  That Kibwana’s wife 
was nearly raped? Where will I show 

my face if you shame me like this?  
Are you out of your mind?

What is all this about being out of my 
mind, my husband.  Can’t you tell me 

without shouting?  You’re going to wake 
up the whole neighbourhood with your 
shouting.  So, you still don’t believe 
that I was nearly raped?  And if I had 

really been raped?

Mandiga’s Well
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But you weren’t 
raped, so just 

calm down!

To tell the truth, I can’t.  I don’t 
see any reason why I should 

not go to report.  Even you can’t 
give me any valid reason.  First 

you say I am going to give a lying 
report, then I will shame you 

whatever.  What shame when you 
don’t even believe me?

so You want to 
be the boss? 

Don’t forget I 
am your husband, 
if I say no means 

no!

You think that if you go 
to report to the village 
government, they will 

assist you?  Do you know 
how mean-spirited the 

Chairperson is?

You are not going 
anywhere, wake up, 
get dressed and 
let’s go to the 
farm.  That’s the 
end of the story.

I can’t go to the farm. I 
don’t feel very well after 
the way I had to run from 

what happened yesterday. So 
please let me rest.

Woman, I don’t know what 
you want or are you tired of 
living here.  Did I marry you 

just to rest at home?

I am a human 
being my husband. 

Have sympathy 
for me!

I’m off.  Stay here as you are not 
feeling well.  But don’t let me 

hear you went to give your stupid 
report to the village office.  If I 

do, I will divorce you!

divorce 
on what 

grounds?

What is it really that makes this man not 
believe that I was nearly raped.  Is it 

jealousy or what? 

Mandiga’s Well
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After finishing her home chores, Mandiga 
decided to go to the village’s administrative 

office to inform them.

Good morning 
Mr chairperson

Good morning, 
welcome, we are 
listening to you!

Mandiga carefully narrates what happened to her the 
other day.

So that’s what happened to me, I want to 
know what action you as leaders will take.

I’m sorry for what 
happened. 

But Mandiga have you come here 
to make a complaint or to know 
what we will do after receiving 

your complaint?

Both, sir.

Alright, have you heard 
this?  We are being asked, 
as leaders, what we will 
do about this, bearing in 
mind that we don’t know 

who these would-be 
rapists are.

I have heard you.  Let 
me just say, Mandiga 
that we have heard 
your complaint and 

sorry again for what 
happened.

All right Mandiga, as our Executive Officer 
said, this office has received your complaint 
with both hands, or is there something else?

Mandiga’s Well
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suddenly enters village committee 
officer.

Welcome, Mama Hamza, 
you have arrived at 

the right time.
What do you mean by 

the right time?

All right, there is an issue here brought by 
your fellow woman.  Maybe you can hear 

her and then we decide what to do.

Chairperson, we really do not need 
to wait until more women are raped 
here in the village.  We should take 

action, starting now!

 I agree with what the member said 
here, we need to bring this to the 

village assembly.

I have remembered, there is a 
woman named Ashaneza she 

was raped and given threats by 
the rapists. I will invite her to 

attend the village meeting.

In his visit which ended today, the 
Deputy Minister for Water said 

that access to water continued to 
increase.  The number of people 

getting safe and clean water in the 
rural areas had increased from 47 

percent to 70.1 percent between 2015 
and 2020.

mmh..!

In urban areas it had 
increased from 74 percent 
to 82 percent from 2015 
to 2020. He added that 

Morogoro was one of the 
areas of Tanzania which 
had benefited from the 
increase in access to 

water so there was no 
reason for the region to 
have a problem of water 

as there was an abundance 
of water sources.

Mmh these people! how 
come there are many water 
sources but water here is a 

problem?

After greetings Mama Hamza sits down.

After Mama Hamza has heard what is going on…

in the news bulletin that evening...

Mandiga’s Well
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So you mean I was 
knocking and you 
didn’t hear me?

Forgive me my husband, I didn’t 
hear you.  I was completely 

focused on the news. bulletin.

So, you think the 
news is more 

important than 
opening the door 

for me?

No, my husband.  I was 
shocked by the news. 

The Deputy Minister for 
Water calmed that here in 

Morogoro there are so many 
water sources so there is 
no reason for us to have a 

problem of water.  Isn’t that 
a surprise?

So, you are married to 
water or water is now 

your husband.  Why are you 
confusing me?  You don’t 

even give me words of 
comfort after a long day in 

the farm?

Oh! Sorry my 
husband.  Welcome 
home.  Let’s not 
start it again.

Prepare some water 
for me so I can 
take a shower.

But Kibwana, where do 
you think this water 

will come from?

What have you been 
doing the whole day 

here at home?

My husband, how can 
I go to fetch water 
from the well on 

my own when I was 
nearly raped?  Don’t 

tell me you still 
don’t believe me 

Kibwana!

Listen Mandiga. I 
didn’t pay bride price 
for you to make fun 
of me.  Why didn’t 

you go to fetch water 
while you spent the 
whole day at home?

 I am not making fun of 
you.  I am telling you 

the truth.  I couldn’t go 
because yesterday I was 
nearly raped; why don’t 
you understand? Or is it 

that you don’t care?

What did 
you say? There is no 

water!

Is that the way you 
talk to me?

Mandiga’s Well
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You speak to me rudely like that?  Who 
told you I don’t care. First of all, why 

should I care when you tell me lies. All I 
want is bathing water right now.

Why did you spend the whole day here 
at home and not go to fetch water. If 
you were afraid of going on that path 
where you say you were nearly raped, 

why couldn’t you take the path through 
Lungongole village?

I did not spend 
the whole day at 

home.

If you didn’t spend 
the whole day at home, 

where did you go?

I went to the village 
office to report that 

incident.

Mandiga, Mandiga, 
Mandiga why? What 
did I tell you this 

morning?

About not going to 
the village office to 

report?

If my own husband can’t support 
me in such a terrible incident, 
what did you want me to do, 

Kibwana?  What did you want me 
to do?

For your information, 
be thankful that your 

wife was not raped.  
There is another 

woman, like me who was 
raped and threatened 
by the rapists. Do you 

hear me?

So, if you are tired of me, divorce me, 
don’t look for excuses. What kind of 
man are you?  Trifles are important 

to you and important things are 
trifles. Divorce me!

mmmh..!

Mandiga’s Well
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Why do you 
want me to 
divorce you 

my wife?

Kibwana you are not being fair to 
me at all. I am your wife, remember. 

How can I lie to you about 
something like this? Don’t you 

see that I am fighting for my own 
safety and the safety of my fellow 
women here in the village? If that 

woman who was raped was your 
sister, how would you feel?

But why didn’t you 
tell me calmly, 
my love? Please 

forgive me.

 Yes, I have. But never beat 
me again. It is completely 

wrong. If you beat me 
again, I will go straight 

to Ifakara town to make a 
report to the gender desk. 

I promise you that from 
today onwards I won’t 

leave you to go to 
the well, alone. I will 

escort you. Quiet please! be quiet so that 
we can start our meeting.

Citizens, I now declare the opening of our emergency meeting to discuss the threats against 
women going to the well.

At last the scheduled day of the meeting, arrived!

Mandiga’s Well
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My fellow villagers, our village has been attacked by people with 
bad intentions with us. They are leading shameful actions such as 
raping our wives and our mothers and this makes women afraid to 

go to the well because of those people’s actions. 

Mandiga please come to the 
front and talk with your 
fellows. Tell them what 

happened to you so that we 
discuss what to do.

Mandiga narrates what happened to her on her way 
from the well.

So, I decided to go to our village leaders 
and report. In truth, let me say the 

problem of water threatens the security 
of all of us women because we are the 

ones who go to fetch it.

After Mandiga finished to give out her information. 
Another woman, named Ashaneza to speak about what 

happened to her too.

They raped me and did unspeakable things to 
me which I can’t describe in public. Then they 

threatened me that if I reveal this secret, they 
will come back to rape me again. When I reached 

home and told my husband he divorced me.

Suddenly! Without a permission...

How can it happen to just these two?  These 
are lies, Chairperson.  We are wasting our 

time for the stupidity of these two people. 
These women should know that to fetch 
water is their responsibility, so what are 

they complaining about?

i t was mr.saanane’s turn to speak...
One of them narrowly escaped while the other 

was raped. Even to agree to come and speak here 
before you all is because she plucked up courage 
and sacrificed herself, she doesn’t want others 
to suffer the same fate. Mandiga was even more 
involved. Think about how she narrowly escaped 

but she decided to report.  Without Mandiga there 
probably would have been no meeting.

Mandiga’s Well
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There are many ways 
the problem of water is 
killing us in this village. 

My husband beats me 
every day saying I went 
to a lover while I am 

struggling to get water!

I was divorced because of water.  I went late 
to the well and when I got there, there was 
no water so I returned with an empty bucket. 
I told my husband that the well had no water 
that day and that, as it was getting dark, I was 
afraid for my safety so I decided to return. He 
was furious with me and insulted me and told 
me I was not a woman. There are other women 
who would be better for the family. When I said 
it was just the problem of water and nothing 
else, I ended up being beaten and told to take 

my laziness to my parents. He divorced me!

In brief, water is a source of 
trouble in the village and men 
have decided to use this to do 
things that are wrong. We are 

being abused. We are being raped, 
trampled on, divorced with a lot 
of insults, why? Today we have to 
get to the root of the problem. 

You are the decision-makers, 
there are many of you, show us 

you are men!

I see today we can’t come to an agreement. People 
are shouting all the time and there are some 

people who are dragging their wives back home. 
Now the sun is already setting. I ask the village 
Council members to meet in the office so that we 

continue to discuss this and come to an agreement. 
So, I am postponing this meeting for three days 

when we will inform you.

I don’t know if it is true but I hear 
people talking about the Chairperson and 
his Council members. I remember hearing 

from my uncle in Kilama. About 
what?

About this same issue of 
water and digging a well. 
But let’s leave it at it is 

as I am not sure whether 
it is true or not.

But please give 
me a hint at least 

Kibwana!
Who is knocking 
at this time of 

the night? Welcome!

later, at home.

Suddenly they are shocked by the knock at the door.

Mandiga’s Well

knock!

knock!
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Mboni what’s up? 
At this time? Nothing auntie. I 

just want to talk to 
you.

All right, tell me 
then because you 

are making me 
worried.

Auntie, I was in the village 
meeting today. The teachers 
gave us permission to leave 
because they also wanted 

to attend the meeting after 
hearing it was an emergency 

one.

I was so 
impressed by your 
courage so I said 
I should come and 
congratulate you.

Oooh thank you 
my daughter. 

But why didn’t 
you wait until 

morning?

I couldn’t wait until 
morning. I told my mum 

there was something 
disturbing me and I 

want to talk to auntie 
about it. I told her that 
through you we can get 

the solution.

Auntie, in the meeting, you said that 
the problem of water was the cause 

of this other problem of women being 
raped. That caused quite a stir but that 

is not the only issue.

It’s like this, the issue of rape is not the only 
problem caused by the lack of water in the village. 

We also don’t get time to study as we have to 
spend a lot of time looking for water, which is 

affecting our educational development.

Auntie, I know parents don’t have time to follow 
up on students’ issues because you are always 
busy with the farm work but the lack of water 

is really affecting us as our teachers use us as 
soon as we arrive at school.

 enhe!

Oh, so there is 
another problem?

It’s Mboni. mandiga’s friend daughter.

Mandiga’s Well
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We spend a lot of time going to fetch water and 
taking it to their houses, while water is also 

needed for the school latrines.

There are times we don’t study for a whole week 
as nearly all the teachers have no water at home 
so we have to go and fetch water for them. Any 
pupil who comes back without water is beaten.

 Kha! That is serious. 
So where do you go 
to fetch the water 

because I have never 
seen pupils at the 

well we go to?

Apart from the well where 
most people go, there is 

another well whose water 
is dirtier, between our 

village and Lungongole.

The teachers forbade us to 
go the well you go to as they 
are afraid people will see us, 
so we have to go to the well 

further away.

My God! Very sorry. If I had heard this 
before, I would not have been able to eat. 
It’s just as well you came after we had 
eaten. Kibwana you hear what Mboni says?

I have heard. I think this is 
now a war in our village. War 

of water against villagers and 
their rights. I don’t know what 

is going to happen.

It is one torture after 
another, auntie. So, I said I 
should come and tell you 
so that at the next village 
meeting you should talk 
about this. We pupils are 

suffering.

Kibwana let’s take the 
girl back home. Mboni, I 
will go to see the Head 

teacher tomorrow. This is 
intolerable.

Auntie, don’t 
say that I 
told you.

I won’t my 
daughter. Get up 

and let’s go.

It’s the next day’s morning.

Mandiga’s Well
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helooo! 
anybody home?

Welcome Mama 
Mboni, come 
right inside!

My in-law Kibwana 
came and told me 
that you were in 

need of me.

Its true, I want you to 
escort me to Mboni’s 

school, I want to talk to 
the head teacher.

…the government had already 
allocated funds for the digging of 

wells in four villages in Kibaoni ward 
three years before.

Listen! 
Listen!

…. giving feedback on the 
implementation of these projects 
on the ground, the town Director 

of Ifakara town Council, Mr 
Gobo Kilua said that, although the 
government had allocated these 

funds, there were still some 
villages where the implementation 

was not going as planned.

…...We are not sure but 
we are following up as 
we have heard that the 

villagers of Lungongole 
and Kikwawila are still 

not getting water 
services while the 

government allocated 
funds nearly three 

years ago. The villages 
of Kilama and Kibaoni 

have already completed 
their wells and the 
people are getting 

water.

Let me ask you my friend as I found 
you here living in the village. Have you 
ever heard of this information even at 

village meetings being called? 

 My friend!  This is the first time 
I have heard. So, it means our 
fellows in Kibaoni and Kilama 
have water while we struggle 
for water until we are raped. 

This is not right, no way!

No problem, we can go. 

It’s the next day’s morning.

meanwhile, the news bulletin was on in the radio...

Mandiga’s Well
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Let’s go to the school 
then come back and do 
our household chores. 
But it is good that this 
issue has been heard 

on the radio. No doubt 
some other villagers 
will have heard it too.

all right let’s go. 
But I won’t give up 
on this. Whether 

the villagers have 
heard it or not I 
must talk about it 

in the meeting.

Oh no! I think I 
should just run, 

they have seen me!

How are you? 
My daughter 

I ...I…. I am fine. 
Good morning.

Good 
morning.

What’s your 
name good 

girl?

Where are you 
taking this jerry 

can of water 
Hawa?

I am taking it to 
school. I was sent 
by teacher Rose.

As soon as I arrived, 
she told me to put my 
exercise books in the 

classroom and then go 
and fetch water for her.

is it a must to 
fetch water?

My name 
is Hawa 

Njalang’ona.

What time did you 
get to school?

Six o’clock in the 
morning mama.

And what 
time did she 
send you to 

fetch the 
water?

Yes, Mama. They say that for them to 
be able to teach, they must be sure 

there is water at home or at school. I 
am taking this water to her house.

On their way to school...

Mandiga’s Well
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 All right, let’s go. We are 
also on the way to your 

school

Just go to the 
class good girl.

Okay Mama. Please 
let me take the 

jerry can to the 
teacher.

No. You just go to class. We 
will take the jerry can, all 
right good girl? What did 

you say was the name of the 
teacher who sent you?

teacher Rose 
Mheteli

You can go now 
good girl. Without 

water I will 
get beaten by 
my teacher!

We are already 
having an evidence. We are 

parents 
and also 

members of 
this village.

Yes, parents, 
I am 

listening.

Sir, at your school the 
children are using a lot 
of time to fetch water, 

without any supervision. 
They have to walk a 

long distance to the 
neighbouring village 

of Lungongole. Do you 
know of this?

You won’t be beaten. 
We are taking it to 
the teacher who 

sent you.

our children 
are your 
pupils...

They reached the head master’s office. After 
greetings...

Mandiga’s Well
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And on the way here, 
we met a girl who is 
your pupil, coming 

from fetching water 
and this jerry can you 

see is hers. She was 
sent by the teacher 
called Rose Mheteli. 
Do you know of this?

Parents, first of all, thank you for 
coming. And thank you for bringing 

this issue to my office.

I have to admit that it is true, I know 
about this and it is a result of the 

problem of water here in the school. 
Most of the current teachers are 

new. Those who were here before left 
because of this same problem of water, 

so when we send the pupils to fetch 
water, our aim is to give the teachers 

time to prepare their classes.

And where will 
the children 
get time to 

study?

We only send the older pupils 
in Standard Seven because the 
water is a long way away, Mama.  

You all know Lungongole.
So Standard Seven pupils who are 
soon to take their final exams are 
the ones you send to fetch water. 

and you expect them to pass?

We are not happy to hear that 
apart from sending the pupils to 
fetch water for school use, they 
are also sent to fetch water for 
the teachers’ use in their houses. 
This is not correct. How will our 

pupils be able to study?

No parent likes to see their 
children being used like this. Even 
at home, it is we parents who fetch 
water. Worse still, our children 
pass through dangerous bush, 

teacher. What happens if they are 
raped on their way?

My mothers, I promise you 
that I will hold a staff 
meeting today to discuss 

this issue. I apologise for 
what is going on. 

that is 
not our 

intention 
madame!

Mandiga’s Well
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Fellow villagers, hear me. Firstly, I apologise for 
the delay in calling this meeting which should have 
been called three days after the last one which I 
postponed due to the commotion that occurred.

In brief, the issues of rape and 
domestic violence have raised 
in our village but the source 

of the problems is the lack of 
water.

We as villagers 
must oppose 
violence and 

every form of 
evil including 

the threats our 
mothers have had to 
face with the threat 

of being raped.

We agreed that this is a serious 
issue, which needs those who are 

trained to address it. I was directed 
by the village Council to report 
the matter to the police so that 

they can help in the investigation. 
They have agreed to do it. They also 
stressed that if we heard anything 
about the rape and similar threats, 
we should inform them. Now before 

I close the meeting does anyone 
have a question or suggestion?

While women are struggling to find 
water, a day after the last meeting, the 
community radio of Sikika FM announced 

that our village of Kikwawila was 
allocated money to dig a well three 

years ago.

So, if our village has really 
been given money for a water 
project three years ago, can 
the village Council tell us 
what happened as up to now 
we don’t see any project of 

that kind?

I believe that if this well had been built, 
women would not be raped and the 

pupils would not waste their time going 
to fetch water for their teachers and 

themselves at school!

the promised village meeting day is here at last.

 Mandiga did not waste time.

Mandiga’s Well
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We want answers! Village 
administration we want answers!

What you heard is just incitement. We want to 
close the meeting, but let me say…

That woman doesn’t know 
me well, she will see!

I don’t know how much 
of the truth does what 
Mandiga said complies, 

I have to ask the 
chairperson this night 

exact night before I sleep.

Mmh… who are those people 
entering in the chairperson’s house 

at this night? What’s going on?

I have creep so I 
can find out what’s 

going on. This is 
not normal.

My fellow leaders, the only thing to 
do is to kill Mandiga, everyone in the 
village will be paralysed. No one will 
dare to open their mouths again to 

question the issue of money.

My God! Isn’t 
this the voice of 
the chairperson, 

Mr.Gangile!

Before the village executive 
officer finished what he was 

saying…

Just when she was near to the 
chairperson’s house.

Mandiga’s Well
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Guys, today is the fourth 
day we are trying to 

attack, but we find no one!

Are you guys 
sure that they 

are inside?

Have you 
seen? There 
is nobody 

inside! They have 
escaped!

Before we 
leave let us 
make sure we 
replace the 

door as how it 
was.

You said they are not there? Where could 
these people be? Or maybe they inspected our 
plan? Make sure you look for them even in the 

neighbouring villages and kill them both to 
totally clear the evidence.

yes sir!

Chairperson I have to 
report, it’s been five days 
I can’t find my neighbour 

and her husband. Their 
house is locked.

Didn’t your friend 
say goodbye? 
Where do you 

think she went?

She didn’t say 
goodbye to me, I 
think they went 

to Mandiga’s mom. 
Mkasu village.

Okay, thanks for the 
information.

guys, Where 
are you 

right now?
we are on our way 

to Kilama

As far as I can see, why don’t 
we break down the door?

listen men, I heard our 
person went to Mkasu, follow 

her there!

Another night. Outside Kibwana and Mandiga’s house.

This morning Mboni’s mom has already 
arrived to the village ‘s office.

Just after Mboni’s mom left.

Mandiga’s Well
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It’s been three weeks since the disappearance of 
Mandiga and kibwana.

Driver please increase the 
radio’s volume. The four 
o’clock news bulletin is 

about to start.

Yes, sir!

The news bulletin had started...

Kikwawila…. a woman who introduced herself 
as Mandiga Lijama. was complaining about the 

threats against her from the Chairperson 
of Kikwawila village because of asking what 

happened to the money allocated by the 
government to dig a well three years ago.

Find somewhere 
to park the 

vehicle.

Yes, 
sir!

A good Samaritan came and gave me the 
information on the secret meeting 

that was arranged with an intention 
to kill me. It means my decision to 

ask about the money from the water 
project of three years ago made them 
angry. That’s when I decided to come 

here to kilama.

This news has really shocked 
me. As long as I am the 

Chairperson of Defence and 
Security in the District, I have 

to take action urgently.

please call the Chairperson of Kikwawila village and 
tell him you will visit his village tomorrow to talk with 
the villagers on issues of development so if they have 

a way of informing the villagers, they should do so this 
evening. Do you understand me, Gobo?

Tomorrow morning, you should go and pick up 
this woman who was given death threats along 

with her husband then go with them to Kikwawila. 
You will probably find me and my defence and 
security committee are there as we will go 

ahead.  Is that clear?

I understand 
you completely, 

sir.

the conversation between 
Mandiga and the reporter 

followed as she narrated the 
whole story, from how she 

escaped the rapists to escaping 
from home. 

He decided to call the town director of Ifakara, 
Mr. Gobo Kilua.

Mandiga’s Well
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How comes Mandiga comes with these 
leaders? I sense danger! I know not everyone heard the four o’ 

clock news bulletin from Radio Sikika 
yesterday. How many of you listen to 

the radio here?

Only four! You should listen to the radio; it 
broadcasts many things about our Ifakara 

town. I am not saying you should not listen 
to other stations but this is a community radio 

and you are the community. 

Personally, I listened to 
the four o’clock news 

yesterday when I was in 
my vehicle going home and 
that is the reason for this 
emergency meeting today.

Now I would like to welcome 
Mandiga to stand and give the 
full picture so that everyone 
in the meeting can understand 

the torture she has been 
through. You are welcome.

I wish the 
earth could 

open and 
swallow me 

up!

Let me start by 
thanking God.

It is very sad that this village 
still does shocking things and the 
leaders who were trusted by the 
people still do not take action. 

And the worse, they are the ones 
behaving illegally.

the village meeting...  The chairperson opened the meeting and welcomed 
the district commissioner to speak.

The district commissioner gave much information 
which made clear to the villagers why they paid a 

visit. Then...

Mandiga’s Well



28

I thank mama Hamza for bringing me those 
frightening news. That’s when me and my 

husband left without saying goodbye to anyone. 
We escaped the exact night to the village of 

kilama to my uncle Omari Namlanji. 

Uncle hid us all that time until we were able to 
reach the reporters of radio Sikika.

mandiga! 
mandiga! 
mandiga!

I really wish this 
was a dream.

I am also directing that, from today it is 
taboo for teachers to send the pupils 

to fetch water. Let the pupils study. And 
the rapists will be hunted down by the 

police. 

Do you have anything to say before your 
villagers? Is there anything said here about 

you that is a lie?

I guess you all have heard it 
for yourself. I have to inform 

you that regarding to the 
money for extracting the well, 

the government has already 
provided it three years ago. 

Other villages have received it 
a long time ago.

 I request the District police 
commander to take this man for 

further questioning. Make sure that 
you liaise with PCCB.

without hiding or forgetting anything important in 
her heart, Mandiga exposed the whole story.

After Mandiga finished and 
went to sit down.

The chairperson remained silent. He did not have 
anything to say.
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Finally, before I leave, as the Chairperson and his VEO are 
both in custody for questioning about the money allocated 

by the government, Director make sure your Council 
allocates emergency funds.

Work with the District Water Engineer so 
that the well is dug as fast as possible 

so that this village is no longer faced by 
water problems. I order that within the 

next ten days from today, the well should 
be ready and these villagers should start 

to get safe and clean water.

The meeting 
is over. mandiga! 

mandiga! 
mandiga!

from now on, this 
well will be called
mandiga’s well!

I can’t 
believe it; I 

can’t believe 
it!  

Within seven days, a  new protected well was built. 
Citizens started receiving clean water service.

Finally, the well was introduced and given the name mostly preferred by the villagers.
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There are no 
efforts which 
don’t give out 

fruits.

THE END

After a while, several Protected wells were added. The water problem remained a history.

Mandiga’s Well
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Government, Local Government Authorities 
in collaboration with Development Partners 
and other stakeholders, are responsible 
in facilitating to ensure sustainable Water 
availability to all community Members.

Due to Global Climate change, accessibility 
to Clean and Safe Water for domestic use has 
become a challenge to community at Large. 

CEMDO-Tanzania Funded by SIMAVI-
Netherlands, with Ifakara Town Council, 
Morogoro Region Office, collaborating with 
Tanzania Ministries, including Ministry   of 
Water, Ministry of Health Community 
Development Gender Elderly and Children, 

Ministry of Education, President’s Office Regional Administration and Local Government, 
Ministry of Planning and Finance, facilitating capacity building to community in area of 
sustainable water accessibility. 

Therefore, Mandiga’s Well Book shall influence policy Makers at all levels and community 
members to play their roles and responsibilities in water availability and accessibility. 

Mr. Michael Madunda

Executive Director 

CEMDO-Tanzania.

Ifakara Road,

P.o. Box 70, Malinyi, Tanzania. 

Mob: +255 762 913 368

E-mail: cemdotz@gmail.com

Website: www.cemdotz.org

CEMDO EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S 
STATEMENT



Development partners, 
individuals and government 
should collaboratively work to 
ensure sustainable availability 
of water among rural 
population. In the 21st Century 
(2021) when science and 
technology and mind-blowing 
inventions is the main talk, it 
is utterly shameful to speak 
of unavailable safe and clean 
water in our communities. 

We cannot disregard what 
has been done to ensure rural 

water supply such as the establishment of the Rural Water Supply and Sanitation 
Agency (RUWASA) under the 2019 Water and Sanitation Act. However, a lot need 
to be done. 

E-MAC Tanzania makes investment of WASH services in rural areas a priority. And 
we are thrilled to inform the public that “Maji Mandiga” shall influence policy and 
individuals into taking actions for sustainable water access and availability. 

The experience of implementors like E-mac differs from experiences of the 
beneficiaries we serve. Since “Maji Mandiga” reflects real life experiences, its 
impact is expected to be massive. Readers shall find this material useful for 
meaningful and sustainable interventions. The material is created in a way that 
attracts a variety of audience and it is our hope that, rural population, teachers, 
students, government officials and everyone of interest shall read the material. 

Mr. Ngitoria Lengaram

Managing Director,

E-mac Tanzania.

P.O Box 1839 Arusha, Tanzania, 

Tel: + 255 734 125 546

Email: info@emac.or.tz

Website: www.emac.or.tz

WORD FROM THE DIRECTOR -
E-MAC TANZANIA


